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Bill and Ginger Dallas have been giving through their donor 
advised fund at Cobb Community Foundation for more than 
ten years. Along the way, they’ve supported their church, 
helped build Gracepoint School, created scholarships at 
Kennesaw State University (KSU) and Marietta Country Club, 
contributed to Match Magic nonprofits, helped fund the 
campaign’s match pool and so much more. Giving is simply part 
of how they show up for their community.

In 2025, Bill turned 73 and was required to start taking distributions 
from his IRA. “I didn’t want a tax bill just for moving money,” Bill says. 
Because CCF had talked with Bill and Ginger about Qualified Charitable 
Distributions, he already knew there was a better option.

In 2026, Bill is using his entire required distribution to support the causes he cares about—without increasing his 
taxable income. One check from his IRA flows through his new CCF Pass-Through Designated Fund to support 
scholarships, fulfill charitable commitments, maintain the Dallas’ Catalyst Society membership, and help fund the 
2026 Match Magic match pool.

“My advisor cuts one check, and CCF handles the rest,” Bill says. “They made it easy. We’ll do this every year.”

Making Magic Turning an 
RMD into a QCD

A Qualiɲed Charitable Distribution (QCD) is a smart option for 
people who are already giving to charity, don’t need extra income, 
and are required to take IRA distributions. Instead of taking your 
required minimum distribution (RMD), paying income tax on it, and 
then donating what’s left, a QCD sends the money directly from 
your IRA to charity. That amount never shows up as taxable income, 
which can mean lower overall taxes, reduced Medicare premiums, 
and less tax on Social Security. In short, you give the same amount 
to charity—but keep more for yourself by avoiding avoidable taxes.

Best-Kept 
Giving Secret:
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In 2025, through your charitable funds and our community funds, 
we awarded more than $6.5 million to organizations putting good 
into action, with nearly three-fourths serving Cobb County. The 
impact is real, and it’s growing. Imagine what your generosity could 
make possible!

How will you Activate Good? 
There are many ways to support the causes closest to your heart: 
•	 Manage all of your family’s giving tax-efficiently and easily from  
	 one account 
•	 Invest in a student’s future 
•	 Target a specific cause you care about, and let us find the best  
	 ways to help 
•	 Provide steady, long-term support for a specific organization 
	 that is close to your heart 
•	 Build a legacy in a loved one’s name to help meet our  
	 community’s most urgent, ever-changing needs

You can also respond to urgent and emerging community 
needs through the Cobb Community Grantmaking Fund—
or by becoming a Corporate Champion or Catalyst Society 
member—providing support that fuels critical grantmaking and 
strengthens Cobb Community Foundation’s ability to serve our 
community for years to come.

	 17% - Education
	 14% - Faith Based
	 8% - Healthcare
	 7% - Youth Services & Development
	 7% - Community Improvement
	 6% - Human Services
	 5% - Homelessness and Poverty
	 4% - Arts, Culture & Humanities
	 4% - Housing & Shelter
	 4% - Charitable Giving, Volunteerism 

& Grantmaking
	 4% - Crisis Intervention and Mental Health
	 3% - Food Insecurity Prevention & Nutrition
	 2% - Substance Abuse Treatment and 

Prevention
	 2% - Patient Support & Fundraising for 

Medical Causes 
	 2% - Leadership Development
	 1% - Civil Rights, Social Action & Advocacy
	 1% - Family Services
	 1% - Animal-Related
	 1% - International Family & Children Services

 	 3.0% - Others:
–	 Youth Mentoring
–	 Financial Assistance
–	 Environment & Beautification
–	 Senior Services
–	 Public Safety, Disaster Preparedness & Relief
–	 Social Sciences, Science & Technology
–	 Single Organization Support
–	 Services for People with Disabilities
–	 Historic Preservation
–	 Emergency Assistance
–	 LGBTQ support
–	 Medically Fragile Children
–	 Foster Care Services and Support
–	 Domestic Violence
–	 Job Readiness
–	 Physical, Mental or Sexual Abuse

 

stayed right here 
in Cobb County

	 1% - Military & Veterans or Public 
Safety Support 

	 1% - Medical Research
	 1% - Law Enforcement, Crime 

Prevention & Legal Services
	 1% - Recreation & Sports
	 1% - Sexual Exploitation
	 1% - Mental Health
	 1% - Economic Development

 	73% -	Cobb County
	 11% -	Metro Atlanta Outside 	

			   of Cobb
 	9% -	United States
 	3% -	Community Outside GA
	 1% -	Community Outside 

		  Metro Atlanta
	 1% -	Georgia
	 1% -	Southeast
	 1% -	Other

    AMPLIFY YOUR IMPACT WITH COLLECTIVE GIVING

Total Grants 
and Scholarships 

in 2025

With the exception of a DAF, IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions may be used 
to establish any of these funds—and every option begins with a simple form.
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In 2025, Cobb Community Foundation continued our  as part of our commitment 
to strengthen the nonprofit sector with relevant learning and connection opportunities. The program addressed 
potential federal budget cuts, funding uncertainty, and increased competition for philanthropic dollars—and 
equipped nonprofit leaders with tools to think strategically about sustainability and long-term impact.

Presented in partnership with the Georgia Center for Nonproɲts (GCN), this Ignite session was designed as more 
than a one-time workshop. In addition to the in-person learning experience, participating 
organizations received follow-up support, led by GCN experts and fully funded by 
Corporate Champions, including a Rapid Sustainability Assessment, customized 
insights into their organizational profile, and cohort-based advisory sessions.

Thanks to your generosity, through the Ignite Nonprofit Learning Series, we are able 
to convene nonprofit leaders throughout the year to explore timely challenges, gain 
insights from experts, and build stronger connections across the sector.

Navigating Funding Uncertainty

2024  |  Mark and Rhonda Jacobson
2023  |  Jay Cunningham
2022  |  Shelley Elder
2021  |  Skip Harper
2020  |  Howard Koepka

2019  |  Bob Kiser
2018  |  David and Brittney Bottoms
2017  |  Governor Roy Barnes
2016  |  Valerie Voyles
2015  |  Ron Francis

2013  |  Doug Hertz
2012  |  Bob Prillaman
2011  |  Doug Chaffins
2010  |  Fred Bentley, Sr.

2009  |  Sam Olens
2008  |  Jerry Nix
2007  |  Earl Smith
2006  |  Larry Freeman

Named for CCF Founder Jim Rhoden, this award is chosen annually by CCF board members to honor a Cobb business 
and community leader making significant contributions to our community through their gifts of time, talent, and treasure.

Barry and Debbie Abernathy 

Cobb Community Foundation proudly honored Barry and Debbie Abernathy, founders of E. Smith Heating and Air, 
with the 2025 James L. Rhoden, Jr. Visionary Philanthropist Award. Established in 2003, this award recognizes 
business and community leaders who demonstrate exceptional vision and dedication to improving Cobb County.

As second-generation recipients of this honor, the Abernathys continue a powerful 
family legacy of philanthropy. Debbie is the daughter of Earl and Rachel Smith, 
after whom Marietta Square’s Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre was 
named, and she carries forward their commitment through her leadership 
on the Strand Theatre’s Board of Trustees, the Center for Family 
Resources, and numerous other community organizations.

Together, Barry and Debbie have fostered a culture of giving through 
E. Smith Heating and Air, supporting initiatives such as the Center for 
Family Resources’ Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive and organizations 
including Calvary ChildrenɅs Home, SafePath, Good Samaritan Health 
Center of Cobb, and local Kiwanis programs. With you, we celebrate the 
Abernathys’ generosity, humility, and enduring impact on our community.
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On July 21–22, Cobb Community Foundation proudly convened 75 community foundation leaders from across 
Georgia for the 2025 Georgia Community Foundations Summit—and it delivered. Over two energizing days, 
leaders dug into AI, donor storytelling, scholarship strategy, and emerging best practices through hands-on 
workshops and candid peer exchange. Shared dinners in The Battery Atlanta and a Braves vs. Giants game capped 
the experience, reinforcing what made the summit special: meaningful collaboration, real relationships, and 
momentum that will shape philanthropy across Georgia.

Many thanks to the Atlanta Braves for hosting attendees at Truist Park and to Cobb Travel and Tourism for their 
planning expertise.

 |  July 21-22
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STAFF

SHARI B. MARTIN
President & CEO
Cobb Community Foundation

KEISHA MYCO-TANT
Director of Fundholder Engagement
Cobb Community Foundation 

LISA-RUTH KARNES
Director of Programs
Cobb Community Foundation

NAKEIA GRAY-SMITH
Client Services and Of�ce Manager
Cobb Community Foundation

LAUREN ABERNETHY
Vice President - Marketing
Braves Development Company,
Atlanta Braves 

RICHARD BENNETT
Co-Founding Partner
Bennett Thrasher

ROBERT G. BONSTEIN (BOB)
Retired Consultant

CAROLE COX
Senior Portfolio Manager
Globalt

TERRI BUNTEN GUTHRIE
Business Development
Smith & Howard

STEPHEN W. IMLER (STEVE)
Retired Entrepreneur 

SID JONES
Senior VP of Investor Relations, Retired
Genuine Parts Company

DR. LEANA KART
Founder and Principal
NorthWest Chiropractic

DONNA KRUEGER
Owner
dk Gallery

ALAN W. MARTIN (AL) 
Regional External Affairs Manager
Georgia Power Company

SHARON MASON
President & CEO
Cobb Chamber of Commerce

MICHAEL OWENS
Mayor
City of Mableton

CONDACE PRESSLEY
Emmy award-winning journalist
WSB-TV

GRANT RIVERA
Superintendent
Marietta City Schools

CARLOS RODRIGUEZ
Partner
Kilgore & Rodriguez

HEATHER ROSS
Vice President of Strategic 
Communications
Genuine Parts Company

REED WEIGLE
Healthcare Division Manager 
and Regional Vice President
Bras�eld & Gorrie, LLC

CASEY TANNER
Vice President of External Affairs
Kennesaw State University

JULIE TEER
Senior Vice President
Wellstar Foundation

MATTHEW L. TEAGUE (MATT)
Director of New Development
Walton Communities

T. DANIEL BUYERS (DAN)
Partner
McWhirter Realty Partners

SAM OLENS
Partner
Dentons

GITANJALI BAKSHI 
Communications & Marketing Manager
Cobb Community Foundation

RICHARD PARHAM
Operations and Support Specialist
Cobb Community Foundation




