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LOCKHEED MARTIN CONTRIBUTES $50,000  
TO COBB COMMUNITY FOUNDATION, MAKING POSSIBLE  

$25,000 IN CHARITABLE GRANTS TO MARIETTA CITY SCHOOLS 
 

ATLANTA, August 6, 2020—Cobb Community Foundation (CCF) announced today that it has awarded an 
additional $25,000 in charitable grants from the Cobb COVID-19 Community Response Fund. These grants 
were made possible by Lockheed Martin and represent only one-half of the company’s $50,000 contribution 
to CCF’s COVID-19 relief efforts.  This brings the total amount distributed from the fund to over $230,000, 
one hundred percent of which is being distributed to charitable organizations serving Cobb County.  
 
“Lockheed Martin has been part of the fabric of Cobb County since 1951 when they announced they were 
reopening the Bell Bomber plant,” comments Shari Martin, President and CEO of Cobb Community 
Foundation. “Supporting this community is in their DNA, and we could not be more grateful.”   
 
Lockheed Martin has committed over $570,000 to date to fighting the impact of COVID-19 in metro Atlanta 
and over $18 million throughout the country. “Lockheed Martin has three clear priorities in response to the 
coronavirus pandemic: ensuring the safety and well-being of our employees, meeting customer 
commitments, and supporting our community,” shares Rod McLean, Vice President and General Manager of 
the Air Mobility & Maritime Missions Line of Business at Lockheed Martin Aeronautics Company in Marietta, 
Georgia. “We are honored to work with the Cobb Community Foundation to help those in need.  We are 
appreciative of their positive impact across the county.” 
 
Of the $25,000 CCF is awarding to Marietta City Schools, $4,000 will allow social workers and counselors to 
work for a few hours per week before their contracted start time to better prepare for students, staff, and 
families. Kim Blass, Executive Director of External Affairs for Marietta City Schools, explains, “As we start a 
new school year amidst great uncertainty and crisis, the role of our Marietta City Schools school social 
workers and counselors is more important than ever. With schools being closed, many of our students have 
had prolonged limited access to critical school-based services.” 
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The work supported by this grant included the launch of small student groups that will meet virtually to 
address issues caused by COVID-related trauma; the creation of classroom lessons for grades K-8 to 
address social-emotional needs; and guides for families with resources and suggestions for navigating our 
new reality. According to Blass, “Students may be facing new anxieties and emotional impacts resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic, such as illness of loved ones, family and financial/employment concerns, and the 
effects of social isolation. As a result of this grant, our school social workers and counselors are better 
equipped to address these and other related concerns.” 
 
In addition to funding the early return of school social workers and counselors, the Cobb COVID-19 
Community Response Fund is also providing an additional $21,000 to extend a summer tutoring program 
into the fall.  Through this program, MCS employs students from Kennesaw State University’s Bagwell 
College of Education as virtual tutors and mentors to work primarily with English-language learners (ELLs) in 
need of additional one-on-one support.   
 
Stacy Delacruz, Interim Director of Education Student Services of KSU’s Bagwell College shared, “This 
virtual summer school tutoring opportunity was a win-win situation for both partners.” The tutors gained real-
world training toward their careers as teachers while providing one-on-one learning support. The KSU 
students worked under the guidance of classroom teachers to provide academic tutoring in core academic 
subjects, as well as mentoring for social-emotional learning, above and beyond what the teacher was able to 
provide. The tutors from KSU were assigned to specific MCS students for the five-week summer program, 
meeting online with each child for 30 minutes at least once per week. And, as a paid position, the program 
provided much-needed employment opportunities during the pandemic. 
 
The continuation of the program into the fall of 2020 will allow Marietta City Schools to reach more ELL 
students in need of supports while strengthening the teaching abilities of our local education majors. 
MCS anticipates that approximately 1,300 students will be English language learners in Grades K-8. For 
those most at risk, MCS is prepared to continue with tutoring online in a 1:1 ratio, or tutoring in small groups 
(3:1 ratio) at community sites—depending on the family’s and tutor’s comfort levels. 
 
“This grant will allow at a very minimum one-third of Marietta City’s K-8 English language learners to have 30 
minutes of tutoring each week,” says Blass. Each tutor will work with a student or group of students for 50 
minutes, at a rate of $15/hour. For just $150, one tutor working 10 hours per week could impact up to 30 
students. For $1,350, those 30 students could be served for the entire 9 weeks of proposed virtual learning.  
“This doesn’t meet the entire need,” she continues, “but additional contributions from the community could 
certainly make that happen.” 
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Cobb Community Foundation, Cobb Collaborative and United Way of Greater Atlanta - Northwest Region 
have partnered in the selection of all grant recipients from the Cobb COVID-19 Community Response Fund, 
leveraging the collective knowledge of all three of the organizations to make decisions that can make the 
greatest difference where the funds are needed the most, says Martin.   
 
The Cobb COVID-19 Community Response Fund was designed to expand local capacity by supporting 
the non-profits helping individuals and families experiencing hardship of all kinds because of the outbreak, 
related closures and disruptions. 100% of donations are directed to supporting this effort. Learn more about 
the fund and how you can support by visiting the website at cobbfoundation.org. For more information, 
contact Shari Martin at shari@cobbfoundation.org. 
 
 

About Cobb Community Foundation 
In 1993, a group of Cobb business leaders recognized the community’s need for a vehicle to invest in its future and 
created Cobb Community Foundation. We are a 501(c)(3) organization that uses the power of charitable giving and our 
role as community catalyst and convener to improve the quality of life in Cobb County and beyond. We are living our 
mission every day by inspiring charitable giving, building resources for the future and connecting donors who care with 
causes that matter. Learn more at cobbfoundation.org. 
 


